Comparison of CT and MRI findings in the differentiation of acute from chronic cholecystitis.
We compared individual computed tomography (CT) and MRI findings in differentiating acute from chronic cholecystitis. Thirty-seven patients undergoing both studies before cholecystectomy were included. Two radiologists (R1/R2) independently assessed all cases. For detecting acute cholecystitis, MRI showed better sensitivity (R1) using gallbladder wall thickening, accuracy (R1) and sensitivity (R1) using gallstones, sensitivity (R1 and R2) and accuracy (R2) using gallbladder wall hyperemia, accuracy (R1 and R2) using gallbladder wall defect, and accuracy (R2) using adjacent liver hyperemia (P=.004-.063). MRI also showed better specificity (R2) using pericholecystic fat stranding (P=.016). Overall, several findings showed better sensitivity and/or accuracy for acute cholecystitis on MRI than CT.